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Nicolas Mähler-Besse Promoted to General Manager

of Tonnellerie Radoux USA, Inc

Bordeaux, France (August 21, 2009) — Nicolas Mähler-Besse of Tonnellerie Radoux has been promoted to general manager of its Sonoma County cooperage, Tonnellerie Radoux USA Inc, after serving five years as the company’s vice president of sales and marketing in France.

Mähler-Besse has over 11 years of winery and cooperage experience, and is a member of an established wine négociant family from Bordeaux that co-owns Château Palmer in Margaux.

“This move places one of our most knowledgeable managers in our largest market,” said Christian Liagre, president of Tonnellerie Radoux. “US wineries will benefit from his vast experience with the latest barrel technology.”

Mähler-Besse was initially hired by Tonnellerie Radoux to sell barrels in Burgundy, but was promoted to “export director” after only two years, traveling to all wine regions of the world to share his technical knowledge with winemakers interested in finding a style and toast of barrel that would best complement each of their wines. In 2004, he was given the responsibility of managing Radoux’s entire sales and marketing program out of the company’s Bordeaux office.

Mähler-Besse lives in Santa Rosa with his wife and daughter.

About Tonnellerie Radoux

With its American subsidiary Tonnellerie Radoux USA (www.radouxcooperage.com), Tonnellerie Radoux (www.radoux.fr) is one of the World’s leading cooperages, manufacturing the finest French oak barrels, tanks, puncheons, casks, chips and insertable staves. The company also makes high-quality oak barrels from Eastern European forests as well as the United States from the three regions renowned for their white oak: Minnesota, Missouri and Appalachia. Established in 1947, Tonnellerie Radoux is certified by ISO 9001:2008 standards, and is recognized by the quality-assurance agency Bureau Veritas.
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